

WITHDRAWN 5/28/19


Introduced by Council Members R. Brown, K. Brown, Newby, Gaffney and Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri and Freeman:




ORDINANCE 2018-76-W
AN ORDINANCE regarding JEA; AMENDING Section 21.07 (Fiscal and budgetary functions), Article 21 (JEA), city charter, TO CREATE A NEW SUBSECTION M TO provide and maintain water and sewer lines in certain pre-consolidated urban areas; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, certain pre-consolidated urban areas have been without city water and sewer for over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, the citizens, the City and JEA have recognized this issue for years and major promises have made while only minor improvements have been made to these neighborhoods; and


WHEREAS, both the City and JEA have shared responsibility on these water and sewer issues: the City’s CIP projects for water and sewer expansion in these areas are underfunded; JEA stands ready to participate as long as JEA funds are not required; and the Water and Sewer Expansion Authority (WSEA) has come and gone, serving approximately 300 properties in 13 years; and

WHEREAS, meanwhile, JEA has expanded beyond the Duval County lines into St. Johns and Nassau Counties and away from the Duval County’s pre-consolidation urban residents that are left behind without City water and sewer; and

WHEREAS, the JEA Charter authorizes expenditure of up to 1.5% of its gross revenue to advertise and promote JEA, an Independent Authority with the exclusive power in Duval County to implement water, sewer and electric utilities in Duval County; and

WHEREAS, in 2014, the Task Force on Consolidation recommended that a specific percentage of JEA’s capital improvement budget be used for projects in the pre-consolidated urban areas which were promised but not delivered water sewer lines and storm water lines; and

WHEREAS, presently the value of JEA, including its assets and obligations, is being evaluated for the purpose of the potential sale of the utility, and therefore the obligation of implementation of the water and sewer lines to the pre-consolidated urban areas to fulfill the City promises must be included in such valuation; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Amending Section 21.07 (Fiscal and budgetary functions), Article 21 (JEA), City Charter.  Section 21.07, City Charter, is hereby amended to read as follows:
PART A. CHARTER LAWS CHARTER OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE
*  *  *

ARTICLE 21. JEA.

*  *  *


Sec. 21.07. - Fiscal and budgetary functions. 

JEA shall have fiscal and budgetary functions, subject to the limitations herein expressed: 

*  *  *

(m)
JEA shall, in pre-consolidation urban areas, which are without City water and or sewer, construct and maintain pipelines, water and sewer mains and related facilities in and along all public highways and streets within the City of Jacksonville, excluding USD 2-5. Nothing provided herein shall establish a private cause of action.
Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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